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International Master’s Program in International Communication Studies



The International Master's Program in International Communication Studies, also referred to as
IMICS, is one of five International Master’s programs offered by National Chengchi University.
IMICS was formally established in 2006. Featuring a curriculum taught entirely in English, IMICS

is a pioneer in the field of Communication Studies in Taiwan.

The IMICS program focuses on international, cross-cultural communication studies in
response to the rapid pace of globalization, placing additional emphasis on the Asia-Pacific region.
Through the university’s three well-established communication departments (Journalism, Radio and
Television, and Advertising), students are encouraged to explore the full context of international
trends through advanced academic research. In addition to delving into the diverse curriculum
offered by IMICS, Master’s students are encouraged to explore elective courses from other
departments and will also be presented with opportunities to interact with other renowned

international universities and global media corporations.

Aiming to cultivate future leaders and professionals in the field of communications and
international media, IMICS is highly selective in its admissions process. Each academic year,
IMICS accepts a balanced number of qualified local and international students to join the upcoming
class, in order to encourage a cross-cultural interchange of ideas in the classroom. Therefore, the
diverse group of Master’s students in IMICS benefits from peers by combining their different
academic backgrounds, collaborating on academic research projects, and pursuing various

opportunities for international academic exchange.

The Communications Department also encourages students to study abroad and attend
international conferences during the course of their graduate studies. Many students have
participated in academic exchange programs to Europe, Asia, and elsewhere. These study abroad
experiences allow students to not only conduct meaningful research but also to put international
communications theory into practice. Participating in internships in Taiwan and abroad is another
excellent way for IMICS students to gain professional training and explore future career options.
For those students who do not venture abroad during the course of their studies, each semester
IMICS invites globally renowned scholars and professionals in the communications field to join the

program as a visiting professor or guest speaker.

The International Master's Program in International Communication Studies program is
constantly actively seeking new opportunities for improvement and expansion, in order to maintain
its high quality of instruction. The Department of Communications looks forward to welcoming
further excellent professors to join the faculty, as well as offering even more diverse, exciting

courses in the future.
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Curriculum Introduction

I. Overall Goal

The curriculum of the International Master’s Program in International Communication Studies
features a variety of courses taught entirely in English within an international educational
environment. The schedule of courses has been designed to focus on communication studies in a
cross-cultural context in order to train students to become experts in the field and respond to the
rapid changes wrought by globalization and internationalization. From a strong foundation of core
curriculum courses, including Communication Theory and Research Methods, the program

promotes both quality and content of current international communications studies.

The primary aim of the IMICS program is to cultivate students’ cross-cultural literacy and
expertise upon entering international academia or the global workforce. Over the course of the
Master’s program, the curriculum allows for students to strengthen cross-border connections, make
a scholarly impact on a global level, and reinforce new models of international education.

1. Educational Aims: An International Focus

Located in Taipei, IMICS is located at the heart of the Asia-Pacific. The course curriculum is
designed to take advantage of National Chengchi University’s strategic location and excellent
resources, targeting international communications research within the context of East Asia. IMICS
courses examine how the spread of globalization and internationalization influences the field of
communication studies. In addition to its emphasis on academic research, the program also
encourage students to participate in internships, conferences, grant programs, and other activities
that integrate theory and practice. Students have ample opportunities to become engaged in the local
community as well as the broader academic community.

IMICS brings together students from around the world to learn in a multicultural environment.
In the classroom, local and international students develop excellent cooperation and communication
skills with their peers through in-depth discussion and teamwork. Students are constantly
encouraged to share their own pluralistic views and experiences in order to increase the depth and
breadth of the program’s international perspective.

2. Future Direction

In order to strengthen future opportunities for students, the IMICS program is constantly
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striving to improve the quality of its course curriculum and extracurricular offerings. Starting from
a strong foundation of experts, professionals, and experienced faculty in the College of
Communication, IMICS seeks to strengthen international recruitment efforts to invite more
academics and industry professionals to join the team. IMICS also plans to add more courses to the
schedule over the course of the next few academic years, in order to expand the program’s scope of
International Communications studies.
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I1. Course Map

International Master’s Program in International Communication Studies

Required Communication Theories (3 credits)

Courses _
Research Methods (3 credits)

Cross Cultural China in the Eyes of U.S. Media (3 credits)

Communication International Organization (3 credits)

Advanced

Professional o _
Cross Cultural Communication (3 credits)
Courses

Transnational Consumer Behavior (3 credits)

Public Relations International Images and Global Communication (3 credits)
and Advertisement | International Media Advocacy and Social Marketing (3
Credits)

Internship (2 credits)

Political Political Communication (3 credits)
Communication Citizen Journalism and Civil Society (3 credits)
Statistics in Communication (3 credits)

New Media Studies | Digital Games and Society (3 credits)
Video Editing for Mass Communication (3 credits)

Visual Narrative and Science Communication (3 credits)

+

Thesis Proposal Defense
+

Thesis Final Defense

Graduation from the IMICS Program
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I11. Program Requirements and Regulations

1. Graduation Requirements

Total Academic
Credits

32 credits

Required Courses

Communication Theory ( 3 credits) + Research Methods (3 credits)

Program
Regulations

1. Credit Requirements:

a. In order to graduate, students must earn a total of 32 credits,
including 6 credits from required courses.

b. Graduate students are allowed to earn a total of 9 credits from
courses outside of the IMICS curriculum, and are limited to
earning 6 credits from Chinese-taught courses.

2. Instruction Method:

a. Courses are all taught in English.

b. Some courses may offer online instruction for long-distance
learning.

3. Enrollment Qualifications for the Master’s Degree:

a. Students must be enrolled in the program for at least one year
and successfully complete the two required courses:
“Communication Theory” and “Research Methods.”

b. The maximum number of years allotted to complete the Master’s
degree is 6 years, including 4 years in which students are
registered, and allowing for no more than 2 years of suspended
schooling.

4. Thesis Requirements:

a. To be eligible to conduct the Master’s thesis proposal and final
defense, students must be registered for the current academic
term during which the proposal and defense will be held.

b. After successfully passing the thesis proposal, qualified
candidates may then apply for the formal oral defense.

c. Students are required to write a thesis in English. The thesis
format must comply with standard academic norms.
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V. Course Schedule

International Master’s in International Communication Studies

Fall Semester

Course Code | Course Title Status Credits
461002001 Research Methods (1st year, fall semester) Required 3
461003001 Communication Theory (1st year, fall semester) Required 3
461892001 Video Editing for Mass Communication Elective 3
461893001 Citizen Journalism and Civil Society Elective 3
461905001 International Media Advocacy and Social Marketing Elective 3
461932001 Cross-Cultural Communication Elective 3
461941001 International Images and Global Communication Elective 3
Spring Semester
461903001 Political Communication Elective 3
461910001 International Organization Elective 3
461920001 Statistics in Communication Elective 3
461935001 Consumer Behavior Elective 3
461942001 Internship Elective 2
Visual Narratives and Science Communication Elective 3
China in the Eyes of U.S. Media Elective 3
Digital Games and Society Elective 3

Note: Course schedule is subject to changes
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V. Detailed Course Descriptions

461002001

Research Methods Required | Fall Semester | 3 credits 1st, 2nd year

Course

objectives

Many students complain that even after taking a research method class, they still do
not have much idea about conducting their own research. This class, therefore, aims
to provide people with both conceptual and practical skills needed for academic
research. Specifically, class participants will be exposed to “theoretical” explanation
of selected research approaches and published papers employing those methods
introduced, followed by hands-on class projects. At the end of the semester,
everyone in this class will possess the ability to write a research paper which meets
professional standards of quality and style.

Course

Description

This class depends heavily on discussion, so students should be prepared to offer
critical and constructive comments in class, either to the reading assignments or
other participants’ work. Course assignments will focus on conceptualization and
operationalization (10%), a class project (20%)—questionnaire design and
experiment fieldwork, and survey literature presentation/ content analysis literature/
experimental literature presentation (10%). Finally, what students have learned from
the previous assignments will culminate in a FULL research paper based on
quantitative analysis of the data collected during the semester. Specifically, this will
include outlining a problem, translating the problem into research questions and
testable hypotheses, developing measures, and providing an analytic answer. Each
participant is expected to present his or her research paper to the course, including a
longer discussion of the methodological and statistical challenges you encountered
in your study.

3 hours of outside student work expected per week

461003001 | Communication Theories | Required | Fall Semester | 3 credits 1st,2nd year
The objective of this course is to familiarize students with various perspectives on
Course communication theory and to enhance students’ ability to analyze communication
objectives | yhenomenon.
Course materials cover a range of topics, including media effects, audience research,
Courge . and new communication technologies.
Description

6-8  hours of outside student work expected per week
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461892001

Video Editing for Mass Elective | Fall Semester | 3 credits 1st,2nd year

Communication

Course

objectives

This course is designed to develop advanced knowledge and skills in video editing
and production necessary for the working professional in media-related industries. It
aims to teach the state-of-the-art video editing in mass communication, including
approaches, techniques, styles, and effects. The course will focus on understanding
narrative editing strategies and how they may be applied to mass communication
video production and storytelling. Students will work on individual assignments and
a group project to get familiar with various video editing strategies that integrate
conceptual approaches and shooting techniques.

Course
Description

With the convergence of all forms of media on a digital platform, video has become a
staple of content produced and disseminated by both the traditional and new media
across different sectors of mass communication. Not only are professional media
practitioners required to add visual elements in their storytelling, but also ordinary
people are increasingly becoming more active in producing their own video reports
on a wide range of topics, ranging from the mundane to the serious, such as the
online works posted by citizen journalists. Video editing and production is therefore
an important skill for anyone with an interest in mass communication.

5  hours of outside student work expected per week

461893001

Citizen Journalism and Civil | Elective | Fall Semester | 3 credits 1st,2nd year
Society

Course

objectives

This course is designed to prepare students to work as citizen journalists in the
context of empowering personalized media and diminishing public trust in the
traditional media. Students will have hands-on opportunities in and out of the
classroom to practice journalistic activities related to any aspect of public affairs in
their everyday life. Throughout the semester, students will assume the role of citizen
journalist by observing and reporting events and issues that they think deserve public
attention and action.

Course

Description

The interplay between citizen participation in public affairs and journalism in China,
Hong Kong and Taiwan is acute and relatively intense, given the controversies and
confrontations regarding cross-strait relations, parallel trade, education, public health,
democracy, press freedom, and civil liberties in recent years. Civil society in the three
regions is vibrant and dynamic, but faces varying degree of challenges and
constraints. In the context of civil society, the form and content of citizen journalism
in these places pose serious theoretical and practical questions to the logical
connection among the state, media and society. It is therefore critical for students to
be aware of journalistic practices by citizens and their impacts on the structure and
processes of social activism, political involvement and public life.

5  hours of outside student work expected per week
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461905001 | International Media Advocacy | Elective | Fall Semester | 3 credits | 1st, 2nd year
and Social Marketing

Course This course examines various media theories and their application to social change

objectives | strategies as practiced by groups around the world. It employs a global, cross-cultural
perspective to look particularly at so-called alternative media, which are generally
more accessible and multi-faceted than are mainstream, corporate- or
government-controlled outlets.

Course Media advocacy is the strategic use of mass communication channels for the purpose

Description | of influencing public policy. It is a means to an end — policy change — and not the

goal in itself. Media advocacy targets the broad, social environment to promote
systemic change, rather than focusing on individual, human behaviors that occur
further downstream in the change process.

Technological innovation, particularly the digitization of content, is forcing structural
changes in mass media that encourage the rise of more specialized community, ethnic
and online media outlets. At the same time, the theoretical space in which people
debate and exchange ideas, termed the ‘public sphere’ by Jurgen Habermas, has
become global, expanding to include many more voices (albeit elites) in dialogues
that transcend national boundaries. These changes open up new lines of thinking and
new influence opportunities for activists.

This course examines various media theories and their application to social change
strategies as practiced by groups around the world. It employs a global, cross-cultural
perspective to look particularly at so-called alternative media, which are generally
more accessible and multi-faceted than are mainstream, corporate- or
government-controlled outlets. This term, we will study two specific global media
events for examples of advocacy processes at work: the handover of Hong Kong from
the United Kingdom to China in 1997 and the Egyptian Revolution in the spring of
2011. Course content will also cover some of the ethical dilemmas that arise when
government agencies engage in issues advocacy and when commercial marketing and
media techniques are applied to complex issues of social and public policy.

3 hours of outside student work expected per week

461932001 | Cross-Cultural Communication | Elective | Fall Semester | 3 credits | 1st,2nd year

Course This course aims to equip students to with theories of cross-cultural communication,

objectives | in order to analyze and communicate effectively in unfamiliar settings. Students will
build up hands-on knowledge through role play, case studies of current affairs,
practice of international journalism and develop their own research project through
working with team members cross-culturally.

Course Cross-cultural communication is a multi-faceted subject that has incorporated

Description | elements from anthropology, linguistics and philosophy. Students will be introduced

to important topics, such as social networking site and culture, international
journalism, ethnographic  films, cross-cultural —consumption, and other
anthropological studies of media, with a focus on trends in Asia. Students will learn
by doing: proposing a research idea and finish an in-depth report, which is
encouraged publishing in the media.

4 hours of outside student work expected per week
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461941001 | International Images and Global | Elective | Fall 3 credits | 1st,2nd year
Communication Semester
1. This course aims to examine how images are constructed, received, and utilized in
Course a cross-border context. Upon completing the course, students will be familiar with
objectives theories of images, stereotypes, and constructed reality.
2. They will also be trained to apply such theories to concrete cases in various
scenarios, including businesses, social enterprises, and governments at all levels.
1.A constructivist approach to images
Course 2.0rientalism
Description | 3.0Occidentalism

4.Arab in the Western world

5.Chineseness in global communication

6.Inter-racial images construction: a gender perspective
7.Branding cities, regions, and countries

3 hours of outside student work expected per week

461903001 | Political Communication | Elective | Spring Semester | 3 credits | 1st,2nd year
Course objectives: 1) explore the roles of mass media in Postmodern Democracy, 2)

Course analyze how political actors compete over the news media, 3) examine the influence

objectives of mass media upon the formation of public opinion, 4) comprehend the
agenda-setting and image-setting functions of mass media in election campaigns, 5)
understand the strategic uses of polling in election campaigns, 6) analyze the content
of political ads in Taiwan’s major political campaigns.
-the roles of mass media in Postmodern Democracy

Course «how political actors compete over the news media

Description | « the agenda-setting and image-setting functions of mass media in election

campaigns

-comprehend the agenda-setting and image-setting functions of mass
media in election campaigns

-the strategic uses of polling in election campaigns

-case study of political ads in Taiwan’s major political campaigns

4 hours of outside student work expected per week
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461910001

International Organization | Elective | Spring Semester | 3 credits | 1st,2nd year

Course

objectives

This course is designated for IMICS students. At the end of semester, students are
expected to understand 1) basics and principles of international organization studies
from perspectives of world politics; 2) selective intergovernmental security and
economic organizations at the global and the regional levels; 3) Taiwan's
participation in international organizations.

Course
Description

The first part of the course will cover theoretical basics. Two perspectives of
studying world politics: (neo)realism and (neo)liberalism will be introduced,
followed by discussions on the roles of international organizations in world politics.
Selective international economic and security organizations at both global and
regional levels will be introduced. They include IMF, WTO, World Bank, United
Nations, NATO, OSCE, ARF, ASEAN, APEC and the most recent initiatives. The
final part of the class will discuss Taiwan's participation in global and regional
intergovernmental organizations. In addition, students are expected to follow news
regarding international organizations and their roles in current issues.

2 hours of outside student work expected per week (including literature review, mini projects,
and written reports)

461920001 | Statistics in Communication | Elective | Spring Semester | 3 credits | 1st,2nd year
The goal of this course is twofold—(1) to introduce basic statistical techniques and
Course (2) to equip students with the ability to apply these techniques in various research
objectives settings, including survey, experiments,' and_content analysis. This class will also
teach you how to perform real analysis using SPSS and how to make sense of
outputs. Ultimately, it is hoped that by taking this class you will be able to develop a
study from scratch and finish it as a full paper.
Students are expected to actively discuss the course readings and methodological
Course problems. Take-home assignments will be given for practice, and should be printed
Description out and turned in to the instructor in the next class. Participants are required to select

a weekly topic and find one study using that particular statistical approach. Please
explain to the class how the statistical method is used in the paper. The presentation is
scheduled at the end of the class for about 10 minutes. Students must propose a
research idea and turn in segments of his or her paper at different points of time.
Individual research projects will count for 25% of the final grade. Finally, what
students have learned in the class will culminate a FULL research paper of his or her
interest, which should be based on quantitative analysis. Specifically, this will include
outlining a problem, translating the problem into research questions and testable
hypotheses, developing measures, and providing an analytic answer. Students are
encouraged to provide appendices or additional materials to justify analytic choices
or show competing analytic approaches.

3 hours of outside student work expected per week
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461935001

Consumer Behavior Elective | Spring Semester | 3 credits | 1st,2nd year

This course will lead the students into investigating the various aspects of consumer

Course behavior through an interdisciplinary perspective. Related theories from economics,
psychology, sociology, anthropology, and communication are used to scrutinize and
objectives discuss the processes of consumer behavior and orientations. Consumer behavior
cases are discussed so as to illustrate the related theories. The course will be taught
through lectures, in-class group discussions, case study, group projects of
observational study and final paper presentations.
Unit 1 Introduction: Examining consumer behavior from multiple perspectives.
Course Unit 2 Consumer Decision Process and Search
Unit 3 Evaluation and Purchase
Description | Unit 4 Post purchase behavior

Unit 5 Consumer Perceptions

Unit 6 Consumer Learning and formation of attitudes
Unit 7 Consumer motivations and cognition

Unit 8 Demographics, Psychographics, and Personality
Unit 9 Consumer Culture

Unit 10 Sub culture and Social classes,

Unit 11 Group references and social network

Unit 12 Consumer’s self-concept and lifestyle

Unit 12 Symbolic consumption

5  hours of outside student work expected per week

461942001 | Internship Elective | Spring Semester | 2 credits | 1st,2nd year
The goal of the internship credit is to encourage IMICS students to gain experience
Course in working environments so that they may have the chance to put the
communications theories and principles learned in class into practice. The objective
objectives of the internship course is to guide students towards accomplishing their career goals
after graduating from the program.
Every spring semester, IMICS offers an internship course with credits. The
Course internship must be related to communications and you must acquire prior approval
from Professor Tsung-Jen Shih before beginning the internship. Students can register
Description | for the internship course before or after completing the actual internship. If students

register for the internship course but do not complete the internship within the spring
semester, they will receive an "incomplete” mark on the transcript. Students must
complete (1) a journal of your daily work recording the tasks and responsibilities,
(2) a report about your achievement and the things you have learned, (3) internship
photos, and (4) 300-word abstract. Each student's direct supervisor should offer an
evaluation, including a score and a written description of your performance. The
duration of the internship should be at least one month, full-time (i.e., 8 hours per
day and 5 days a week).

8  hours of outside student work expected per week
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Visual Narrative and Science | Elective | Spring Semester | 3 credits | 1st,2nd year
Communication

Course This course explores the concepts and techniques of visual communication in

objectives | non-fiction works. Focusing on the experimental and avant-garde works, the course
aims to expand our understanding and imagination of non-fiction narratives.

Course There are three units of the course, and each one has a corresponding hands-on

Description | assignment.

1. Structures and illustrations of illustrated non fiction books
2. Science documentaries on TV
3. Animated infographics and internet videos

2-3  hours of outside student work expected per week

China in the Eyes of U.S. Elective | Spring 3 credits | 1st,2nd year
Media Semester

Course
objectives

The course is designed to critically examine the ways China as a country is
conceived, imagined, constructed, modified, presented or represented in the world
media in general and in the US media in particular. Within a historical and
contemporary context, especially in comparative settings, the production,
dissemination and consumption of images of China are important dimensions of
international communication as to how countries view each other and respond to their
words and actions accordingly.

Course
Description

From the authoritarian to democratic countries, when audiences around the world
peruse the content of any international mass medium online or offline, China is likely
to emerge here or there in both the news and views, particularly in newspapers and
magazines as well as on television, as an object of observation and a subject of
interpretation. Regardless of texts or images, the word China and the world of China
itself often appear to be represented by different things and have different meanings
to different countries. As a concept and a concrete entity, however, what China is or is
not goes beyond the eye of the beholder. The course takes a case-study and
project-based approach to investigating the form and content of selected US media
that look at China from a distance through real and imaginative lenses.

5  hours of outside student work expected per week
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Digital Games and Society | Elective | Spring Semester | 3 credits | 1st,2nd year

Course
objectives

1.Examine the structure and dynamics of the digital games industry and their market

2.Review different theoretical approaches (games, play, and media theories) to digital
games as cultural forms

3.Examine the social and psychological impacts of digital game content critically,
including violence, morality, and persuasion effects etc.

4.Explore the emerging online gaming, identity and representation within games and
game-playing communities

5.Discuss the use of digital games for educational and persuasive purposes

Course
Description

You should be taking this course if you are interested in understanding the history and
development of the digital game industry, playing games thoughtfully, or evaluating
the social, cultural and educational impact of games. The seminar in Digital Games
and Society will focus on the development of theories and research trends/topics in
digital game literature. This course provides an overview of digital games from an
interdisciplinary perspective, including as an economic powerhouse, a cultural
artifact, an educational tool, and a persuasive tool. This course introduces you to the
history of video games, a variety of game genres, and discusses the social,
psychological, and economic impact of these genres. If you want a programming
course or a game design course you should look elsewhere.

This course will include readings, in-class discussion, group seminar leading,
presentation and final research paper. You must be prepared to put in the time to play
a variety of games and reflect on your play experiences and the impact of the games
in discussion, written assignments, presentation, and final paper. Hopefully, the
hard work of this class will also be hard fun! -

6  hours of outside student work expected per week

155




V1. Course curriculum planning worksheet

IMICS
Name : Student ID number :
Course Title Course Time Type Credits
Communication Theory Required 3
Research Methods Required 3
Elective/
Outside
Course
Elective
Outside
Course
Elective/
Outside
Course
Elective
Elective
Elective
Elective
Elective
Elective
No. of No. of Credits
Credits Remaining
Currently
Completed
Total 32 Required: 6
Required Elective: 26
Credits to
Graduate
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This course is aimed to help students gain an intellectual foundation in theories of
. public relations. The purpose of this course is to develop an understanding of the
PRALE 1R theoretical body of knowledge in public relations and its application to practice.
Course Through readings and discussion of landmark research (journal articles, book
Obijectives chapters, and conference papers), students will examine how public relations theory
has evolved over time and has become more welcoming of diverse ideas and
research methodologies.
1. To provide the conceptual framework that underlies the theoretical body of
knowledge in public relations.
2. To examine how public relations theory informs practice.
. o 3. To provide a synthesized perspective on theory in public relations that allows
AL W master’s students to complete a project or thesis successfully; to provide the same
Course perspective to doctoral students as a foundation for further development of
Description theoretical knowledge.

4. To foster an appreciation for diversity of people and viewpoints as well as a
respect for debate and the right to dissent.

5. To examine and discuss professional standards, ethics, and values in public
relations.
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Course
Objectives

The goals of the course are threefold: First, understand the seminal constructs in
social media and digital games. In addition, be familiar with related research
published in “flagship” journals including Journal of Communication,
Communication Research, Human Communication Research. Mainstream journals
dedicated to social media and digital games including Journal of Computer
Mediated Communication, New Media and Society, Media Psychology,
Cyberpsychology, Behavior, and Social Networking, and Computers in Human
Behavior. Second, be able to critically analyze and interpret how scholars in these
fields frame research issues and investigate the effects of these two media on human
being. Third, be able to build logical and precise argument to contribute to advance
the knowledge of these two fields, theoretically and empirically. All students should
be able to propose a well-argued research proposal at the end of the semester.

HAT

Course
Description

The seminar in Social and Entertainment Media will focus on the development of
theories and research trends/topics in social media and digital game literature.
Students will learn how these two streams of research originated and evolved in
communication research. In addition, students will examine phenomena in these two
popular media forms and their effects on human well-being, cognition, and
emotions. Furthermore, we will look at how these two media outlets apply into
different areas. The course will be consisted of 1/2 of social media literature and 1/2
of entertainment media research.
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1. Brands & Brands Management 2. Brands Positioning & Values
3. Customer-based Brand Equity 4. Choose Brand Elements

R 5. Marketing Strategy to Brand Equity 6. Marketing Programs to Brand Equity
7. Mid-Term Exam 8. IMC to Build Brand Equity

Course 9. Secondary Brand Knowledge to Brand Equity

Description

10. Measurement on Brand Equity
12. Implementing Brand Strategies
14. Brands Management

11. Measuring Sources of Brand Equity
13. Brand Extensions
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463917001
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Az p
Course
Objectives

The goals of the course are threefold: First, understand the seminal constructs in
social media and digital games. In addition, be familiar with related research
published in “flagship” journals including Journal of Communication,
Communication Research, Human Communication Research. Mainstream journals
dedicated to social media and digital games including Journal of Computer
Mediated Communication, New Media and Society, Media Psychology,
Cyberpsychology, Behavior, and Social Networking, and Computers in Human
Behavior. Second, be able to critically analyze and interpret how scholars in these
fields frame research issues and investigate the effects of these two media on human
being. Third, be able to build logical and precise argument to contribute to advance
the knowledge of these two fields, theoretically and empirically. All students should
be able to propose a clear- designed, well-argued research proposal at the end of the
semester.

PRAR S Wi
Course
Description

The seminar in Social and Entertainment Media will focus on the development of
theories and research trends/topics in social media and digital game literature.
Students will learn how these two streams of research originated and evolved in
communication research. In addition, students will examine phenomena in these two
popular media forms and their effects on human well-being, cognition, and
emotions. Furthermore, we will look at how these two media outlets apply into
different areas. The course will be consisted of 1/2 of social media literature and 1/2
of entertainment media research.

Fhe* Rk EYRERF _5 @
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463002001 B H T A TEY (385 | BHE-
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1. Conceptualizing and Building Theory ; 2. Disciplinary Status of Communication
Research ; 3. Indigenization of Social Scientific Research (1), (1) ; 4. Communication
Research in Asian and Chinese Community ; 5. Phenomenological Approach and
PRAZ S M Communication Research ; 6. Reexamining the Effects Research Traditions ; 7.
Course Challenges from Cognitive/Psycho-physiological Approaches ; 8. Rethinking and
Description Reconstructing Research on the ‘Medium’ ; 9. Research on Media Ecology ; 10.

Rethinking and Reconstructing Research on the Media ‘Content” ; 11. Rethinking
and Reconstructing Research on the Audience ; 12. Anthropological/Ritualistic
Approaches
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AR P R To inform the students of the fundamentals of good English wrting in genenral and
academic English in particular
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Students do weekly reading of assigned academic research papers so as to
PRAL familiarize themselves with the academic style commonly used in the
Course communication discipline. They are required to summarize and critique each paper
Description | 8 well as share with the class their views. Emphasis is thus on both written and oral

English. The emphasis is on learning by doing.
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